THE  RESTORATION
royal family, were the principle of hereditary monarchy and the
court, minus Versailles. The sale of the legal offices known as
offices ministeriels (those of notaries, greffiers, huissiers, avoues, etc.)
and those of commission agents (courtiers de commerce] and stock-
brokers (agents de change) had been revived in practice, and sur-
vives, indeed, to the present day, but this benefited none but the
bourgeoisie.
In accordance with the principle established at the Revolution,
the organization of the government was laid down by a written
Constitution expressly limiting the power of the king and enumera-
ting the rights of Frenchmen. It was formed on the model of
England, which at that time possessed the only constitutional
monarchy, and consisted of a council of ministers nominated by
the king, a hereditary Chamber of Peers nominated by the king,
and a Chamber of Deputies of the departments, elected by the
larger taxpayers. No member of the assemblies received any
emoluments. The English system was copied even in the details of
nomenclature and procedure: the king had the right to summon,
adjourn, and dissolve the elected Chamber; the ministers submitted
proposed laws and taxation to the Chamber and could be im-
peached by the Chamber of Deputies and tried by the Peers.
The king was allotted a 'civil list' and made a 'speech from the
throne' to which the Chamber replied by an 'address'.
The shares allotted to the old and new regime were very un-
equal. The new regime remained intact in all practical essentials,
with all its institutions and officials and the maintenance of all
that had been gained by the Revolution. Even the two Imperial
governing bodies remained as they were: the senators were nomi-
nated as peers, and the Corps legislatif was transformed into the
Chamber of Deputies without election. Nothing was restored of
the anden regime but names and symbols. The King, the successor
of Louis XVI, took the name of Louis XVIII and revived the
style cby the grace of God King of France and Navarre'; he started
dating his official acts from the eighteenth year of his reign and
declared that he had 'granted' (octrqye'} the Charter, with the ob-
ject of indicating that he did not recognize either the sovereign
right of the people of the revolutionary systems of government.
He replaced the tricolour flag by the white flag, which was
regarded as the ancient royal standard.

